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The Ontar io Press  Councll Is 
ha l f  way through i t s  second year  
and i t s  f i r s t  annual r epo r t  is  
j u s t  around t h e  corner .  Whoever 
i s  pu t t i ng  t h a t  repor t  toge ther  
must be asking himself ,  " I s  t h e  
p r e s s  counci l  a  watchdog or  a  
paper t i g e r ? "  I t ' s  a  hard ques- 
t i o n  t o  answer: i t  depends on 
what you perceive t he  p r e s s  
counci l  t o  be. 
Fraser  MacDougall, execut ive 
s ec r e t a ry  of t h e  counci l ,  has 
sa id  t he  counci l  has been de- 
sc r ibed  a s  dog wi th  two heads, 
one barking inward and t h e  o ther  
outward. F a i r  enough; but  what 's  
i t  barking a t ?  Inwardly, t h e  
beas t  i s  barking a t  i t s  e igh t  
member papers In an attempt " t o  
maintain high e t h i c a l  s tandards  
and good performance." Those 
papers  are:  t h e  Ottawa Ci t izen ,  
Toronto S t a r ,  Hamilton Spec ta tor ,  
S r an t f  ord Exposi tor ,  Kitchener- 
Ta te r loo  Record, London Free Press ,  
Yindsor S t a r ,  Owen Sound Sun-Times. 
The e igh t  represen t  55 per  cen t  of 
d a i l y  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  Ontario. 
Outwardly, t he  counci l  i s  
barkine a t  t he  pub l i c  - governments, 
o rganiza t ions ,  ind iv idua ls  - with  
t he  avowed aim of defending t he  
publ ic  i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  freedom of 
t he  press .  
The p re s s  counci l  came l n t o  
being i n  September 1972 a s  a  d i r e c t  
r e s u l t  of t he  P\eport of t he  Spec i a l  
Senate Committee on t he  Mass Media 
( t h e  Davey Report)  published l a t e  
i n  1970. That r epo r t  had some 
extremely unkind t h ings  t o  say 
about t he  mays in  which Canadian 
newspaper pub l i she r s  discharged 
t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e i r  
readers  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and t he  
publ ic  in  general .  It wouldn't  
be w f a i r  t o  say  t h a t  the  Ontar io 
Press  Council a a s  t h e  r eac t l on  of 
pu5l i shers  t o  meet well-founded 
c r i t i c i s i n  without  a c t u a l l y  going 
so  f a r  as  t o  mend t h e i r  ways and 
at tempt ,  as  t h e  Davey r epo r t  urged, 
t o  prepare t h e i r  readers  f o r  s o c i a l  
change. 
But t o  be f a i r ,  Beland Honderich 
of t he  Toronto S t a r ,  was advocating 
a  p r e s s  counci l  two yea r s  be fo re  
t h e  Davey r epo r t  appeered. Early 
i n  1968 Chief J u s t i c e  ?JcBuer i n  h i s  
r o y a l  commlssfon inqui ry  l n t o  c i v i l  
r i g h t s  i n  Ontar io had recommended 
t h e  establ ishment  of a  p r e s s  
counci l  " t o  c o n t r o l  and d i s c i p l i n e  
t h e  p r e s s  and o ther  news media 
wj th  resnec t  t o  t h e  publication 
of news and comment t h a t  may 
tend t o  pre jud ice  t he  f a i r  t r i a l  
of an accused.. . ." Honderich 
was i n t e r e s t ed  i n  e s t ab l i sh ing  
a  counci l  with broader (and 
mi lder )  ob jec t ives  than d i s c i -  
p l i n ing  media coverage of crime 
and t he  cour t s .  iie f i n a l l y  got 
h i s  p r e s s  counci l  but  t h e r e ' s  
no mentl on of t he  word d l s c i -  
p l i n e  i n  t he  purposes of t h e  
Ontar io Press  Council and nothing 
about cou r t s  o r  crlme coverage. 
The counci l  has seven objec ts :  
a )  t o  preserve t h e  e s t ab l i shed  
freedom of t he  press ;  b )  t o  
se rve  a s  a  medium of under- 
s tanding between t he  publ ic  and 
t h e  press ;  c )  t o  encourage t h e  
h ighes t  e t h i c a l ,  professional, 
and commercial s tandards  of 
j ournallsm; d  t o  consider  
complaints from the  publ ic  about 
t h e  conduct of t he  press  i n  t he  
gatherfng and publication of 
news, opinion and adver t i s ing ;  
t o  consjder  compla!nts from 
members of t he  p r e s s  about t he  
conduct of lnd lv idua ls  and 
organiza t ions  toward t he  p r e s s ;  
and t o  r epo r t  pub l i c ly  on ac t l on  
taken; e )  t o  review and r epo r t  
on at tempts  t o  r e s t r i c t  access  
t o  information of publ ic  i n t e r e s t ;  
f !  t o  make r ep re sen t a t i on  t o  
government and o ther  bodies  on 
mat te rs  r e l a t l n g  t o  t he  ob j ec t s  
of t he  Ontar io Press  Council;  
g )  t o  publ i sh  per iod j  c  r e n o r t s  
recordfng t h e  work of t he  counci l .  
No one could qua r r e l  s e r i o u s l y  
wlth these  ob j ec t s  un less  he 
be l i eves  Chief J u s t l  c e  McRuer had 
a  po jn t  and t h e r e  should be some 
way of d j s c i p l l n j n g  t he  p r e s s  f o r  
p re jud ic ing  t he  f a l r  t r j a l  of an 
accused; o r  un less  he be l i eves  
t h a t  a  r epo r t e r  should have some- 
one t o  comnlain t o  when he f e e l s  
h i s  publ i sher  i s  giving too  much 
space t o  Chamber of Commerce 
booster! sm ins tead  of i nves t i ga t -  
fng land speculat ion.  
So f a r  the  counci l  ( 2 1  members, 
10 f r o a  t he  member papers ,  10 
from the  publ ic  a t  l a r c e ,  and 
t h e  chai.rman, Davidson Dunton) 
has  recefved about 100 l e t t e r s  
of conpla in t ,  a  f i f t h  of them 
aga ins t  non-member papers .  The 
counci l  has made formal dec is ions  
on seven of these ,  a l l  i n  p r iva t e .  
The counci l  has slanped t h e  
w r i s t  of t he  Toronto S t a r  f o r  
d j  s c r l  mjnatjng aea jn s t  hoino- 
sexuais  by re fus ing  a  c l a s s i f l e d  
PRESS COUNCIL, cont. 
ad from a gay per jodica l ;  has 
c r i t i c i z e d  The Canadlan lCagazlne 
f o r  not paying more a t t e n t i o n ' t o  
a complaint from Kapuskaslngls 
mayor t h a t  an a r t i c l e  about the  
town misrepresented the  f a c t s  
and was misleading; took a swing 
a t  the  Ottawa-Carleton regional  
planning committee f o r  not  d ra f t -  
ing i t s  o f f i c i a l  p lan  i n  open 
sessions ( t h i s  was a r e s u l t  of a 
complaint from the  Ottawa Cit izen,  
t he  f i r s t  complajnt by a member 
paper against  an organizat ion 
attemptinp t o  r e s t r j c t  public  
information),  d j  smissed a 
complaint by a reader aga5nst 
t h e  Toronto S ta r  on the  grounds 
he did not I1substantiate h i s  
accusation of inaccuracy and 
misrepresentations". 
Perhaps not a banner year 
OP an auspicious s t a r t  but 
then, you have t o  s t a r t  
somewhere . 
CAN TRE CBC BE SPOTLESS? by Bruce Rogers 
Radio and Televlsion se rv i ce  
a re  not  f r ee .  The c i t i z e n  pays 
whether the  serv ice  i s  tax support- 
ed o r  paid f o r  by advert is ing.  
But t he  argument continues about 
commercl.als on CBC. NOW t h e  
debate over adver t i s ing  is  a 
heated one, even behind CBC 
executive o f f i c e  doors. 
Some Canadians argue t h a t  
r a t i n g  concerns and the  cost-per- 
thousand yards t ick  compromise the  
CBC1s a b i l i t y  t o  serve the  country 
i n  accordance x i t h  the  mandate. 
Others f e a r  the  influence of the  
adve r t i s e r  on program content.  
Many s i w l y  object  t o  t he  c ra s s  
imuortunings and program in t e r -  
ruptions.  Most recent ly  the  
debate has focused on the  impact 
of messages d i r ec t ed  a t  chi ldren.  
P r iva t e  broadcasters  have sa id  
f o r  years  t h a t  CBC should get  out 
of the  commercial f i e l d .  I n  Iiay 
1973 Keigh Campbell, CTV Executive 
Vice President ,  suggested CBC should 
ge t  out of commercial broadcasting. 
Of course, e i t h e r  way the re  a r e  
implications f o r  programming. 
I f  C9C did not c a r l y  adver t i s ing  
i t  could probably not afford t o  
of fer  many of the  l l g h t  en ter ta in-  
ment programs whether home-grown 
or  imports unless i t s  parliamentary 
grant  was increased. 
I n  a reas  where the  Only serv ice  
provided i s  CBC, l i s t e n e r s  and 
viewers would f ind  t h e i r  choices 
l fmi ted .  There CBC serves  v ia  
privately-owned a f f  1 l i a t e s ,  CBC 
se rv i ce  would be reduced a s  l o c a l  
p r i v a t e  o u t l e t s  mould buy t h e i r  
own low cos t ,  mass audience shows 
t o  s e l l  t o  l o c a l  adver t i sers .  
Remember, most CBC TV network 
s t a t i o n s  a re  ac tua l ly  pr iva te ly-  
omed a f f j l i a t e s  and. t h e i r  prime 
purpose js prof it and dividends 
f o r  shareholders. 
Back i n  1950 the  Parliamentary 
Committee on B r o a d c a s t l n ~  
recognized "...the need for... 
some proper and adequate system 
of f lnancing Canadian t e l ev i s ion  
development." The development 
took place. The proper and 
adequate system of f i n v l c i a l  
support i s  s t i l l  a matter of 
debate. 
I n  1953, one year a f t e r  TV 
began in Canada, i t  was recognized 
t h a t  needs could not be met by 
the  old one d o l l a r  r ad io  l i cense  
f ee .  It was abolished. An 
excise tax on TV and r ad io  
r ece ive r s  was one source of 
revenue. The only o thers  a r e  
grants  from Parliament ( about 
f o u r - f i f t h s  i n  the  f i s c a l  year 
1972-73) and adver t i s lng  revenue 
(about one-f l f t h ) .  On a per 
cap i t a  b a s i s  commercials on CBC 
today save Canadians about $2.40 
a year per person. But e i t h e r  
way, Canadjans pay the  b i l l s .  
Unlike the self-governing BBC 
which operates  on a t e n  year 
cha r t e r  and long term grants ,  
CBC goes ha t  I n  hand t o  pa r l i a -  
ment each year. Nor is the  CBC 
se l f - su f f i c i en t  i n  t ransmit t ing-  
s t a t ions .  The crown corporat ion 
needs those prl.vate af f i l i a t e s  
t o  get  even minimum public  
s e rv i ce .  t o  Canadians. 
I n  May, 1973, President  Laurent 
Picard announced C B C 1 s  i n t en t ion  
t o  remove a l l  commercials from 
the  English and French r ad lo  
networks by January, 1974, except 
f o r  spec i a l  programs l i k e  NHL 
hockey and the  kletropoll t a n  
Opera. That means clear5ng the  
r ad io  network of v i r t u a l l y  a l l  
adver t i s ing  a t  a cos t  of only 
13 cents  per person p lus  the  
c o s t  of f i l l 5 n g  the e x t r a  minutes 
thus  ealned by programing.  A 
t e s t  run has been underaay a t  
C30 i n  Ottarn s!nce June, 1973. 
